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Mother May I? 

Sunday, May 13 is Mother’s Day in the United States, Aus-

tralia, and Canada. In Mexico, Dia de las Madres is Thurs-
day, May 10. In France, La Fête des Mères is Sunday, May 
27. After Christmas and Easter, Mother’s Day is the third-

most celebrated holiday in the world, but the way mothers 

are honored differs from place to place. 

In the United States, the most typical gift given to mom is a Mother’s Day 

card and flowers. It may come as no surprise that the vast majority of  

Mother’s Day cards—80% in fact—are not bought by men but by women.  

A mother’s job is never done, it seems, not even on Mother’s Day. 

Mother’s Day wasn’t always celebrated by buying cards, flowers, chocolates, and 

jewelry. It was Anna Jarvis who fought to establish the national holiday. Jarvis 

was inspired largely by her own mother, who had organized “Mother’s Day work 

clubs,” where women would tend to soldiers wounded during the Civil War 

and tackle problems that led to infant mortality. Indeed, Jarvis proposed 

Mother’s Day as a day to honor women like her mother, who had played greater 

political roles for the benefit of society. She was disgusted when her holiday 

turned into a commercial bonanza for those hawking flowers and candy. Jarvis 

spent her life fighting what Mother’s Day had become. 

In most countries these days, Mother’s Day is celebrated by showering gifts 

and attention on mom. In Mexico, it is tradition on Dia de las Madres to 
serenade mom in the morning before church and then prepare dinner for her. 

France’s La Fête des Mères originated as a way for the French government to 

honor the mothers of large families with a gold medal. It was a means to en-

courage French women to have more children and repopulate the country after 

World War I. By the 1950s, consumer appeal and a rising birth rate trans-

formed the holiday into one more commercially aligned with the United States. 

And why not take one day out of the year to recognize their vital importance? 
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Dreaming of a White Christmas 
 

Bing Crosby had no idea that on May 
29, 1942, his  recording of Irving Ber-
lin’s “White Christmas” would become 
the world’s most popular song. The 
recording took Crosby just 18 minutes, 
as part of an album for the movie 
musical Holiday Inn, and neither he 

nor Berlin thought the song was a hit. However, it 
went on to win the Academy Award for Best Original 
Song, and it hit number one on the pop charts in Octo-
ber of 1942, two months before Christmas. Irving Ber-
lin, as a Jewish-American, did not celebrate Christmas, 
but he sure knew how to write a hit song, even one 
without any mention of magical characters or reli-
gion. The song’s slow and melancholy longing for the 
cozy holidays of yesteryear was what audiences craved. 
What really   propelled the song to superstardom 
was its inclusion on Armed Forces Radio. GIs fighting 
overseas during World War II loved the song, and Crosby 
performed it regularly for them. Audiences still love 
“White Christmas.” With over 100 million copies sold 
worldwide, it remains the best-selling song of all time. 

Lucky Lindy 
On May 20, 1927, Charles Lind-

bergh pointed his Spirit of St. Louis 
airplane down the runway of Roose-

velt Field, Long Island, and 33 1/2 

hours later he landed in Paris, 

France. A crowd of 100,000 greeted 

him as a hero. Lindbergh had become the first person 

to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean. Before becoming 

a national hero, Lindbergh was a mail pilot. He had 

heard of a promotion, offered by a New York hotelier: 

the first person to fly from New York to Paris would be 

awarded a prize of $25,000. Many attempted the flight 

and failed, but Lindbergh would succeed. He supervised 

the building of a custom plane. With four sandwiches, 

two canteens of water, and 451 gallons of gas, he made 

the flight and etched his name into the history books. 

Join us! 

Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 

Celebrating the special women in our lives 

Tues., May 11 at 2:00 p.m.  
Daughters, granddaughters, sons, family are  all welcomed! 

Ladies, 
Let’s dress for the  

Occasion! 
Sport your  Favorite Hat!  

Ready  
for Some  

Shopping? 
 

Friday, May 4  

10am—3pm 
Booths include: 

Clothing, Jewelry and Avon. 
Items moderately priced. 
Check or cash accepted.  
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Residents enjoy a visit to the Sam Noble Museum; musical enter-

tainment; and, an Easter Egg hunt with the children.  



Story or article suggestions?  

Contact Lil or Email 
lil@arborhouseliving.com  

@ Arbor House Assisted Living 

Arbor House  
4501 W. Main 

Norman, OK 73072 

(405) 292-9200 

Fax: 405-292-5672 

www.arborhouseliving.com 

The Arbor House Philosophy is 

based on the belief that each 

resident is entitled to the 

highest quality of life through 

wellness services that work to 

promote independence, healthy 

lifestyles, dignity, and a sense 

of security.   

The right of each resident to 

determine his/her need is 

respected at each level of 

care, and promoted by provid-

ing services in ways that rec-

ognize individuals needs and 

preferences.   

A partnership exists between 

residents and staff to promote 

individual’s independence while 

providing the necessary sup-

port to function at his/her 

highest level. 

Giving new meaning to Life 

Staff 

Kim — 5/3 

Brittany — 5/11 

Joyce — 5/12 

Ashely — 5/20 

Marki — 5/27 

Birthday Party  

Tues. May 29 — 3:30pm 

Residents 

Sally M — 5/16 

Jean T — 5/29 

Nancy M — 5/30 

 Let's Celebrate  

Cinco de Mayo! 

El Cinco de Mayo means  

tacos, chips & salsa, guacamo-

le, margaritas, and mariachi 

music. So even though May 5 

falls on Saturday, we will not 

pass up a chance to party! 

Let’s celebrate this Fiesta  

on Friday, May 4!  


